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FROM THE PASTOR 

(Points from Sermon of1i h Feb) 

The Secret of the Abundant Life 

Greetings to all the 
saints in Christ Jesus. 

In the STREA TS of 
IS'hFriday, Feb, there was an 

article telling us to "See beyond 
the 5 C's ". The government 
would like to tap the people's 
views on how to reshape 
Singapore, and challenge us to 
look beyond the 5 C's - Career 
Condo, Club, Credit Card and 
Car. An official committee has 
thus been set up to examine the 
political, social and cultural 
aspects of survival as a nation. 
Even the government realizes 
that life in just chasing after the 

5 C's will not ensure the well-being 
and stability of the nation. We have 
to look beyond careers to find new 
roads to success; beyond condos, to 
a sense of ownership and belonging 
to the nation; beyond club level and 
social relationships, to forge ethnic 
and religious cohesion; beyond 
credit cards, to reach for better 
income distribution, safety nets, 
sports and the arts; beyond cars, 
balancing other physical 
developmental needs of Singapore. 

I would like to add another 
C for us as Christians. We should 
look beyond Church to seek a more 
abundant life in Christ Jesus. 
Indeed, it is very important for us to 
know that there is more to life as a 
Christian than just attending 
Church. 

When I went back to 
Malaysia recently for the Chinese 
New Year with my family, we noted 
that the Chinese are very concerned 











one of his precious stones in order 
to have the money to care for this 
soldier. When the soldier was well 
enough, Artaban hurried to meet his 
magi friends at the appointed 
meeting place, but he was too late. 
His friends had left, leaving behind 
a note asking him to travel across 
the wilderness to meet them in 
Jerusalem. Reluctantly, he sold his 
second precious stone to buy a 
camel to travel across the vast 
desert. 

When Artaban reached 
Jerusalem, he discovered that he 
was late again and his three friends 
hild left by another way. By then, 
Herod had already decreed that all 
boys under the age of two would be 
killed. As a result, fear and wailings 
filled Jerusalem. While walking in 
the dead of night, he heard soldiers 
rushing into a home. He followed 
suit; and there, standing in a comer, 
was a woman holding a baby 
looking rather pitiful because she 
knew the captain of the guards 
would take the baby away from her. 
Artaban moved forward and told the 
captain of the guards, "Take this 
precious stone and pretend that you 
have never seen the woman and 
baby." At last, the baby was safe. 
However, Artaban was still left 
hoping for whatever news he could 
hear in order to meet up with the 
newborn king so that he could give 
him the last precious stone. His 

wandering took him to Egypt 
and all the way back to 
Jerusalem again. 

33 years later, as an old 
man walking in the stree1s of 
Jerusalem, Artaban heard the 
commotion over a crucifixion 
that was going to take place. He 
moved with the crowd, wanting 
to see what this crucifixion was 
all about. On his way, he saw a 
group of Arab merchants trying 
to snatch a young woman away 
from her family. Reluctantly, and 
out of sympathy, he stepped 
forward and said, "Let this my 
last precious stone redeem the 
girl for the family." Gladly, the 
Arab merchants took that stone 
and the young girl was saved. 
Finally, when he reached the 
place where three 'criminals' 
were crucified, he stood in the 
shed watching. Then there was a 
storm and a tile from the rooffell 
and hit his head. In his semi
conscious state, he heard a voice 
telling him, "as often as you did 
it to one of these brothers of 
mine, you did it to me." 

The above is a 
fictional story 
which Rev. Ang 
said was based on 
Henry van Dyke's 
Dutch Christmas 
classic. (pic., left) 





Rev. Daniel Ang wants us to 
recognize that while as a people of 
God we are not of the world, we are 
sent by Christ into the world. He 
said that one of the motivations for 
the Lutheran Church to engage in 
social work is that we look at fellow 
human beings as 'a type of needy 
Christ', the Christ we seek to serve. 
This is a cue to us that Christ, in the 
person of the deprived or 
disadvantaged in our community, is 
in our midst - Christ is just nearby 
and we do not have to go far to seek 
Him out, to serve Him. According 
to Henry van Dyke, "as long as you 
did to them, you did it for me" are 
the most beautiful words we can 
hear. Isn't it wonderfully reassuring 
that the good service we render to 
the hungry and the poor in the 
community, regardless of race, 
language and religion will find 
favour with our Lord? 

Rev. Daniel Ang also shared a 
number of other Scriptural 
imperatives that motivate us to 
move forward in the Community 
Care project. His prayers are that 
those who are able to give 
fmancially will reach deep into their 
pockets and those who have the 
talents and time to serve in this 
ministry will be stirred in their 
hearts to step forward. n 

DO [TANYWAY 

People are often unreasonable, 

illogical, and self-centered; 

Forgive them anyway. 


[fyou are kind, people may 

accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; 

Be kind anyway. 


If you are successful , you will win some 

false friends and some true enemies; 

Succeed anyway. 


I f you are honest and frank, 

people may cheat you; 

Be honest and frank anyway. 


What you spend years building, 

someone could destroy ovemight; 

Build anyway. 


If you find serenity and happiness, 

they may be jealous; 

Be happy anyway. 


The good you do today, 

people will often forget tomorrow; 

Do good anyway. 


Give the world the best you have, 

and it may never be enough; 

Give the world the best you've got anyway. 


You see, in the final analysis, 

it is between you and God; 

It was never between you and them anyway. 


-Mother Teresa 


Topics to meditate: 


Christiikeness, Forgiveness, 


Integrity, Service, Spiritual 


Mt25:40: Phil 2:1-4: 1 In 3:16-18 
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Good Recreation Comfortable Rest 

For the first time, we 'have this 
combined retreat :with. the. 
Chinese congregation. It's an . 
opportunity for feli~w"hip not 
to be missed. . 

l\. conducive atmosphere too for a 
spiritually nourishing experience 
with messages from God's Word 

You'll be provided with enough 
enervv for vreat activities 

Get ready for these exciting dates 
6th 9thto June 

(Thursday to Sunday) 
@ SoftteL paL~ R..esort,J1? 

R..egl.s tratl.oVl-: 
24th Feb to 3 i st MarcVt 02. 
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She was born without hands, 

With a left leg just half as long as 
the right, 

But she did not bow to fate, 

Trusting that "whatever potential 
have by providence, there must be 
use for it", 

Her confidence and fortitude 
prevailed over her fateful disability. 

In this pressure-cooker of an island 
Singapore, 

All for "No. 1" a dear price we pay, 

"Kiasuism" tells us that we cannot 
be "No. 2, 

Daily we are chased by the fear of 
falling behind others, 

Teachers and students face the 
pressure of the education system, 

Workers are under pressure to fulfill 
productivity targets or face 
retrenchment, 

Businessmen face the pressure of 
the economic recession, 

Pressure, pressure everywhere 
enveloping one and all. 

Is there a window of life to permit 
one's spirit to gaze into the distance 
of the azure sky? 

............................ 


·• 
·• 
·• 

• 
• Lena Maria 2002, 17th _18 th •· .
• May "It's great to live" • · .
: concert helps all who are : 
• weighed down by pressures • 
: in Singapore to open a.
• 
: spiritual window. :· .
: You and I can spare an : 
: effort for our nation, our :
• 
: people - Come! Let us pray, : 
: let us take action,· 
: participate in fund ... raising : · .
• to offer up our love. • 
·........................... 
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The picture below shows Lena and 
her husband. She was from Sweden, 
born with only one ann and one 

healthy leg. 
Through the years, 
she has proven 
herself to be a great 
survivor. Her 
handicap did not 
stand in the way of 
her learning to 

swim at age 3, winning 3 silver 
medals at the National Swedish 
Games at age 18, and setting two 
national records in two butterfly 
events. After retiring from athletics, 
she proved herself as a talented 
singer, studying at the Stockholm's 
Music Conservatory. The following 
extract from 
hl.tD://\V~w.leJla.l11aria.col11/who is lena 
-mfu:ja.hill} says only so much about 
her cre~tive energy and talents: 

'The last eleven years Lena Maria 
has been singing in churches all 
over Sweden, Norway and Finland 
and done TV and radio 
performances together with the jazz 
pianist Anders Wihk. They perform 
gospel with strong influences of 
jazz, soul and pop. She has also 
done concerts in Moscow, Latvia, 
Belarus, Germany, Switzerland, 
Lichtenstein, USA, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, Korea and Taiwan. But in 
Japan is where she is most popular. 
Through TV, radio and media Lena 
Maria has attracted attention and 
probably about 80% of the 

Japanese people have in some way 
heard of her. SpeCially at the 
performance at the opening 
ceremony at tile Paralympic Games 
in Nagano. 

Lena Maria has recorded five 
albums with a variety of songs and 
some of the songs Lena Maria has 
written herself. In fall -98 an album 
was released, Lena Maria then 
worked together with the Swedish 
Radio Symphony Orchestra. In May 
this year a new album was released 
in Japan called 'Heartfilled'. 

In addition to her singing Lena Maria 
is a scholarship student with Mouth 
and Foot Painting Artist since -93. " 

Lena Maria's positive attitude as 
"a singer, painter, manager and 
bringer of happiness" (as 
another website describes her) 
puts to shame many able-bodied 
Christians who surrender to the 
slightest impediment in life. How 
many of us have the same 
strength and courage as our 
sister-in-Christ Lena Maria in 
overcoming the greatest odds in 
life without losing sight of a 
purpose for us in God's plan? 

If you want to join the VIPs, 
including our Prime Minister, 
to see Lena Maria in concert in 
Singapore, quickly move your 
eyes to the next page for more 
details. 

.. 
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Lena Maria Concert 

("Life Can Be Good" Project) 

"'1) 	 Date: 17th & L8 th May 2002 

c 2) 	yenue: Singapore. Expo Hall 

3) 	 Organizer: Concern & Care Society 

4) , Sponsors: 

PSA, SCANTEAK, 

CSPProductions (Light & Sound), 


. ChingHwa (Stage Design), 
Envisage Concepts
(Security & Information), 
IKEA,·Singapore Press Holding 

5) 	 Fund Raisers: 

.The Diocese of Singapore 

(Chinese Department) 


. The Lutheran Church in Singapore 
The Methodist Church in Singapore 
(Chinese Annual Conference) 
The Presbyterian Church in Singapore 

6) 	 Beneficiary: 

S'poreAnglican Welfare Council 

The Star. Shelter 


7) 	 Invited Guests: 
Prime Minister Mr. Goh Chok Tong 
Officials from Ministry of Education 
Taipei Representative Office in S'pore 
Eminent professionals & businessmen 

8) Invited Artistes: 

: Comperes: Ms. Evelyn Tan, 


Mr. Darren Lim 

Singer: Ms. Lena Maria 


9) 	 Total Tickets for Churches: 
5,000 

a) 2,000 tickets for front seats 
(S$100/- per ticket) 

b )3,000 tickets for seats further 
back (S$50/- per ticket) 

c )Tickets can only be collected 
by completed donation cards 
and on a first come fist serve 
basis. Each donation card 
can only collect 2 tickets. 

10) Total Tickets for VIP: 100 
(S$500/- per ticket). 
Each ticket is for 2 persons. ~I 

11) Publishing of Magazine: 
March 2002 

12) News Conference: 
3rd May 2002 @ 2:00 pm 

~ 3) Award Presentation Ceremony: 
16th May 2002 

14) Donation Cards given to all 
local congregations in January 
2002. The cards should be 
returned by March 2002 

A novice said to a master, "1 want 
to be a great man. What is the 
first thing 1 should do?" 

The master answered, "Forget 
about being a great man." © 
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